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Phonetics :
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fransmissios and rec Up{:on of ‘hc SOUNtis v‘ mrm(m-vu cch”

At involves 44 speecie sounds, speech vrgans. involved: in the

production .o these sounds, Air  stresm mechanism,

stress,

Intonation . there are 4 4 \P‘"‘th sounds in i nglish out “of which -

24 are crmscmamx and the rest are VoW el sgylg}ds which are

.' described below. ‘e E :
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There are 24 consonant sounds in Enghish which are
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'AA consonant sound is pr Odue ed with Ggstrucizon i hcr" is no free

"f}(}w of air in the production of conzonant seunds ansenant
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> pre umtmn :
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sounds of anr%ah ng;n *ge, ear-be-desceribed—mrthe ronowmﬂ five

wavs,
I. Air stream Mechanism
2. Articulatory system-oral or Nasal

3. Phonetary Svstem 3



4. Place 04 f\rtu uiatmn e

5 Mannm of. Xrtu"h}t}on om

Mechamsm' f\n stwam muhamsm
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'“mnulatlon é\,{ ars thmuvh thc* ro;‘:r}z tory _system w hni‘,,

:mludeq lunvs e uldpzpo, ana khz‘\t muscles. These orpans
_used in the predm tmn of spgec}* sounds are called or gans of

qpe&h Arr streamq Lan be cateoon;’ed in th}g@ paﬂ s :

-

i Pulimonic Asrsiream: -

o Glotia!ic.:’\irétmam
m Velanc éursinam . ' -5

the pesimsosrc am citrvarn lung air s is the mtzator organ. The arr =

In the

sucked m and thro_*.-m—;ﬁ‘-u':.' The prlmonic Air stream is used m the %
produdmn of speech sounds-in invi 7% and other languages. In-
~the prf:)’q"r‘;{c?icﬂ of all the 44 %poegh sounds 'i'I; }nghkh Tung z
comes out throug'ﬁ mouth and nose. ‘Hence, -all the 44 speech :
sounds in English are “Pulmonic Eggressive” -

2} Oraltor Nasal -A Spcedx sound is said to be Oral if the lung
air comes out through mouth. When lung air comes out

through the nose, nasal sound 1s produced forex.- /m/ /n/

- and JJ- B the jong an passes u‘r‘;;aiiba both f,nsruib, andly s
nose, nasalized sound is produced \\rhich in Lrngiish 1s not

found. All the other consonants and vowels except. the above

mentioned nasal consonants are oral.-Soft palate is the organ

which is responsible for a sound to be oral or nasal. When
K ‘the soft palate is raised, the lung air comes out through

@ \.'<



‘_xﬁé).{:thr[,‘em(i i‘ht‘ sqund éx‘, oral ‘s\hz . thv ot palate s

fowcrod h(* l'mg, au “omes oul thxnuwh (hv nose and the

3) Voiced '()r V()icé:}é‘ss 3 gpe "‘h sounds are also soverned by a
speech  organ: I\n()wn as (he vocal cords. Hw varying
positions of the Vocal cords deterxrm - a censonant kg be

voiced or voiceless. When air passes freely thrmwh the vocal

cords, there is no vibration iz} the cords because the vocal are

wide open, and the speech sounds, thus preduced are called

voiceless consonants. There are nine voiceless consonants in
) . . N — -
- ERglish whicharez- - -+~ gy

oF NN
When air does not pass through the vocal cords, glottalic Stop

- sound is produced because the vocal cords are neither wide open - -

nor ’tzg,ht}y closed but }ooseEy held tegether the cords vibrate ard
“the sound produced is the voiced consonant ln E nghsh Idnguage,

~all the consonants except the nine voiceless con ,onants are voiced.

~4) Place of Arhcuiahon In this section the 01'gam of speech

'are Idcntzﬁed whxrh are munim

artzcuiation of speech sounds. The active and passive
articulators are also "determined. The SpC(‘Lh sounds
pmdug >d thus are named after the artrcuiato; mmvolved in
their production. On the basis of place of articulation,

- - &o.

Consonants can be classified as following : -.
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~and /07 are dental consonanis. -

d
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Labio-dental : Thic articulation 1s made by jower lip and

apper teeth. Lower lip is the active articulator g

- ‘../f:/ !fy'flf‘ A ' ’,
s

Dental : This sound involves the tip o the toneue {ac tive)

“and the upper front teeth {passive) as articulators. /Y

3

Alveolar :The articulation is made by tip of the ongue
(active) and teeth (_’ah:ooh ) ridge ; assive). [t fd/

/5/ "",Z,r’j / n/”! /;’?/; : I'/ are-alveolar consonant.

2K 4 v

-Post-Alaveclar - Here, to pue 1s the active articulatos

while post-alveolar shax dr afaie) 1s the passive articulator
P P of 1

r’ in English is the poct—‘.h*eola* consonant.

PalaiO—ANeoiar : Tip and blade of the tongue are the

active articulators and the'a‘h colar region is the passive

: a}"ticulator. /tf/ /dg, /f/ and. /3/ are. .  palato-

g

alveolar consonants. . . ' ’ e
Velar : Soft palate (Velam) is the passive articulator or

-

and back part of the tongue is the active articulator, it=— -

/k/ [Je/ and /n/.



h) Palatal: liere the e}r‘tia_‘umtr()n Is mddv l*\ H

7 is palatal cbn$0n}1 nt. -

i) -Cléiiis T Ihzs, sound N (UULULI{ d Iy thv

g _ vl xrdseg) @//1/ 7

5) Manher of Artrcu]atmn :

1 h;n‘d’ paiatv :

o>

(passive) and front part nf the t(‘rrpuv {active artic u?a‘m‘

gloftis Le e

The nature of lelease of lmw air i.e. how the Iunp an passes

~.thr0ugh ihe mouth, 13 §tudmd in ih}s section. Obstrm

by narmw”w or cFosmg of the artic ulaiors ﬂ he

trm, is caused

stopg can be

categonzod_ on the basis of the Gbstru'cti(-m. caused b};-’ these

aﬂi&u}atm's.

a} Plosive in the production of plosive soun d,: the  {woe

artlcu}akmsmal and nasal passaocq are firmly '-*k}sed, a

: complete amcuu is made and air is prevented fr Om escaping

through the. month ie. holding the dosure and air-pressure.

The air behind the oraj closure i is Lcmprebsed and when the

active articulator js removed from contact with passive.one,

“the air em Wzth an ex plgmmvsudd«gn

Pressuse. . ip i /Y /A Jky / 8/ are plosives.

—+elease-of-air



b) Arfncate IhL two artuuiators are tnmi\ ¢ tnwd th(‘ closure:

od: Jn\\ !‘ o the n_f‘.

- AHEEIC ate sound ~an bo fmmd ror ex. . - fH /'(15’,;"-

- ¢) Fricative : In the production of fricative sound the two

articulators cc‘mé very close but there is a nairew  pap

T
i

between them. In other words, it can be said f.'hal‘ the acti

and the passive articulators are $o close 0 each oliier that

passage between them is very narrow and the air passes

through it with_ audx.ble fn(izon L kA "v/ / i 7O

/s/ /Z;' /'jrf /3/ /h/ are h ;LdEi\ e k(mx;dx

s

d) Nasal : It this case, the lung air passes through the nose. A

[

nasal is produced by a stricture of complete ofal closure. fhe
soft palate is lowered and the air passes thmugh the nose.

All the nasal sounds are voiced. /m/ /n/ . /1/ are nasal

e} Frictionless Continuant : The sstricture js one of open

approximation. There is plenty of space between the two

frictionless continuant.

3 y : v
@) Semi Vowels:/j/ and /w/ are semi-vowels, In terms of

phonology /j/ and /w/ are vowels but in terms of

W N | ' : .
e e
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e )T A il consonant is produced when the active

)Q}}

.=~ ') Lateral : H}molaw' nnduced b\ d strutuu‘ i
. 8 :

grammar, they drc C(mson;‘{m& S0, theseare called semyi- o -

Cvowelsas w © SH as semi- umsondm

b } Cte.

closure m mv a‘onm* ot [h(‘ vm‘aE i:’ad but thw'; i ;mxwx ou!'

every-¢ne or both »;do of the tonguce. / l/ isa L}{( ml s'nmd -

) Flap :in the production of a flap consonan:, ih{' active
articulator strikes the passive articulater onice only. the np of . -

the tongue {active} strikes the _;_ th udgrc {(passive). For

example /£/ as in very.

-articulator (tip of the tongue} strikes against the passive
articulator (teetly ridge) a- number of times. “The stricture
mmvolved can be ca

fed a stricture of inter mxiw;! closure.

/1/as in 'rath' is a trill consonant.

Forti§ an Lems Who We ha‘c@ voiceles

voiced pair, the ‘7

two soundd are also °

9

c()mpdmh\ ﬁkiy w Cakm }ems




. Description.of vowel sounds

\Vi’th'(':)‘ut ’-’()'t_“".sfi‘rhl\‘iioﬁ S There ard hwo -

anmmve i L‘

e Pure \/chfc. or \1011() ‘x'hth(mcvs
s 3

. D;phtnonb S 3 X

1. Pure Vewels = There are 12 pure vowe}s in English. which
P

are front, central, Back, rounded unrounded, open, Half-
open, Half-close and close w_lth the varying position of the
~tongue. TFhe following diagram has been wuscd  in

¥ Balasubramgniar's A 163f Book of I, "nush lem’iu s ;m’ Indum

- Students.

3

Fromt . Central ’ Back
Close — i :
b \ / t
¥ /’
\ \ / /
i\\ / i ;
Hall-close i \ 7/' =f
= Ny 1
5 oo S {
¢ f 9
\ / /
f Open /
| N[/ > ke
, \ LR / :
= H " - - d
I43 z :
Open { a: J

_Thus they may be categor /ed mn

1. Front vowels
1. Back vowels

. Central vowels - : .



a) Fr’(mi vowels :

I hm 7 a Fe;

!mu front vmv
desa r rbvd befow %

ol S e naly re.are

\i( (f,

1 tf »ée%’n;occu‘ roin:

Cand ﬁh’é’”"{ as in eat, b( at Liiiii,‘iié(?x1're\épt—*c't.i\&*i;’i '
Ji/- Centmlized front unm{m‘ded vowel just

tabove the hats
It can oum 1mtza11y medxaH\

close posi tion

and ﬁnaily as
i it; bit and city.

fe;/'— Front unrounded vowef between half
i

close and half
open. It occurs initially

and medraﬂy only as -

1< i any, bed. i
does not occur fjnaHy.

[x/- Fromt umounde

d vowel] just bcl()g\'
Posiion. [ o

w half open
YCCUrS mtmﬂx and mﬂdzaﬁv as in o
d

ges not occur Jiﬁd ‘y

b) There are

> and bat. I

five baiél(%éi«rels as described below :
Jjax/- Back Open, unrounded It can occyr Initially,

Iredzaﬂv
and hna}?y

as in art, part, Car.

 /3/_-, Back, rounded }ust above fhe open posztzon, it ogeurs -
e, el s i _
Initially ang medially as in ox ancz box It does not occyr

finaHy.

/JI/; Back rounded between half -open ¢

and-half<losc. Jt can
Occur initially medially and finally as in ought, bought and
law reg I ’)(?i,"i‘i'v'ef}f’.



Ju/- Back. ﬂ)undecf;tzst above ha}f doso It dm‘\’ not occur

e NG a SOl T s s 2 S 2 e SR o 1 ,

'lO R

fusf-. Back, close, rounded. It occurs initiails medidih -and

finally as in coze, boot and twa.

) :Central vowels : Thé following are the threc centraf vowels

in English. _ -

IN- Central Unrouncfefi just above open It occurs inttially

_and med;allv as in 'up'and’ Cup 1t doeb not occur ,maxi\_

- /— Central unrounded vowel betweeh haif close and hall-

_-open. It._occurs initially, medially apd-fihaﬂv as in carn, learn

- and err.

//- Central unrounded just below half open. It can occur

i}'ﬁtiaﬁy, medially and finaﬂy as in 'about’, 'forget’ and ‘tailor’

respectively.
4 Diphihong ; Diphthong is defined as a vowel glide. It

consists of a deliberate ghde, the organs of speech starting in

'the position of one Vcwe} and Immedzatehf moving in the
dzrectlon of another vowsei. It, moreover, consists of a single
syllable -that is the vowe’fi 'Qlide must be performcd with a
single impulse - of brea‘th D;phthorws are termed as rising, if
the b.,ELO.ﬂd element is Ioudm or more prominent than the

- ) s S 30

"’lmtiaﬂ\: and 0‘4111'3 medIaHV 'ﬂ Woxdg a% m ;mt Supat Hb-ff

' 'loccurs fmaHy only in the unauented furm of -the pu posmon{?



-diphthongs : because the first olemcnt ;gmo‘y’e nmmmvnt :

t!nm E} o second.

- There ar. two kinds of diphthongs in English

- o The closing diphthengs and
e The a:eniegiﬁg diphthongs

a} The ciosi ng diphthongs™ 7 In closing diphthongs the .

_tongue moves towards the dese position.. Theie are five

closing diphthong i.e. /ai1/ as in buy ; /au/ as in 'bow’ ;

bay'; /au/ _as i 'boat’ /31/as in 'boy’. The™

o erlag an

followmnge table presents closing (?Ei}iht}'u‘ms*s.
<2 i | O (94

Front Back
Close |, =
i ur |
Half-close \ / )
i =
© - Half Open- ‘r A.f :
= & I : ) t;
a: o

Open




and the lips in the beginning and at the end of the glide.

g

°

b) Centermg Dxphthongjs :

n iho acnimmo mphh.nm’s thv

rio_ngue movas tov alds he

oo

“centerin g:d; p‘htlgth}gs}. o

/1a/ asin pear.’
/ea/ as in pair
/U>/ as in poor -
Front ' Cenuat Biex

Close

|
'/
e,
e
ey Y

/ i
: v \
LSyiradd 1\ . P
Hai-close | _ / e
-y K F A R
Jf \. sl b :
1 :
i e ! / W
; / e
Half Open - K :
) 3 B § =
2 i
g =
S
e
= . 3
e A -
Opes: i e }

e position of the tongue

A,‘

1) Closif;g Di pﬁthongs S

LCI}UL . Hu}rv\_\.Q};t;_iﬂ‘xij_{?‘{}, '

’ . - S . ¢
 Jey/- Ghde 1s from e to i front, unr mndu} bet ween half-
21 : i ~ t : % o

close ,_nd ha!f-open to front, unrounded,-above hall close v.g.

bav /bei/ ; day / dnl/



" the Lalf- dose posﬁmn,c g. boil / b)ﬂ /

2)

" >
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/wU/— ( llde ts hom Al to oy, Centrdl umoundcd bptv\( en Lah— '

dosc m‘d halt Open to Bagk xougded, abm (& ha[t QIOS(‘ co.

'poat— fb’sUt coat /kﬁUt/

/31/-~ &l de is f*on a '__tn I ﬁont ummmdod Opon L0 mm[

s

Aumfmmdeu and above haif close e.g. cry /kral/

/- The g}idé 15 f'mm»ba(‘k, rounded, betweepn open and

half-oren to a trahzed front unrc rmdvd Tdwel just above

Jau/- The glide is from back, open, unrounded back, above

half-close, rounde'd eg. house /haus/

C)H‘“; ing D}phthengg s

e S : e Ty 1 L
/1af- The glide. s‘{erts from a flon; unroundod vowel above

umvsmded vowel setween half close and half-open. g
dear; /K1y - Www.enote.weebly. com

Jua/- The glide 15 from back, rounded, above half close to

‘central, unrounded, between half close and half-open. eg

poor/ptal g R e : e

Jes/- The glide is from front, unrounded half-open to

central, unrounded, between half close and half-open ¢.g.

chair /tfea/



